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and interests adequately and definitely safeguarded,
and without any one party dominating the other. In
this must also be included the Indian States, which
enjoy a position of unchallengeable equality with the
rest of India and which constitute a very important
part of it.'
One wishes that the Maharaja Saheb had shown
a better appreciation of the scruples of those who
have learnt to weigh all issues in the scale of moral
values. In his speech he proudly referred to himself
and the Princely Order to which he belongs as 4us of
the Empire/ One wonders if he realized that Britain
has openly repudiated imperialism and today claims to
be engaged in fighting the battle of democracy in the
world. The Princely Order are never tired of proclaim-
ing their loyalty to Britain. That loyalty would be
little worth if it were confined merely to making
contributions from their general State revenues to
Britain's war chest and sending their unenfranchised
subjects to the front. Men who are still in bondage
can make but poor instruments for fighting the fight
for democracy. We are living in an era of moral
values. The assiduous efforts that are being made by
both sides in the present fight to win and keep
with them the world's conscience is a proof of it.
Loyalty to Britain, therefore, must include loyalty to
its declared aims and ideals. Judged by this criterion
where does the Princely Order stand today ? How
far have the Princes loyally and faithfully carried out
the ideals and policies presented to them by the
Paramount Power ?
Over forty years ago, in a memorable speech at
Gwalior, Lord Curzon declared:
' The native Prince cannot remain vis-a-vis of the
Empire, a loyal subject of H. E. H. the King
Emperor, and vis-a-vis of his own people, a frivolous
and irresponsible despot. He must justify and not
abuse the authority committed to him. He must be